
The Brooklyns
Brooklyn Park & Brooklyn Center



First Peoples

• Sioux/Dakota people populated much 
of Minnesota, specifically the 
Wahpekute in the Brooklyns area

• Map shows the location of Sioux tribes 
prior to 1770 (dark green) and their 
current reservations (orange) in the US

Resource: Native-land.ca



2020 Census Population:  1,281,565

Hennepin County

White, 73.2%

Black/African 
American, 14.5%

American Indian 
and Alaskan 
Native, 1.1% Asian, 

7.7%

Native 
Hawaiian/Pacific 
Islander, 0.1%

Two or more 
races, 3.5% Race

Hispanic or Latino: 7.2%

Resource: https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/hennepincountyminnesota/POP010220 



History Timeline

Mid-1800s Settlers from Brooklyn, Michigan area 

1858 Brooklyn Township officially organized

1911 Brooklyn Center as a village

1954 Brooklyn Park as     
a village

Brooklyn Center incorporated as a city  1966

Brooklyn Park incorporated as a city  1969



2020 US Census Population

Brooklyn Park Brooklyn Center

86,478 33,783
Total Population Together: 120,261

(2000 US Census: 96,560)
White, 45,932

(38.19%)

Some other 
race, 6,737 

(5.60%)
Two or more races, 

8,890 (7.39%)

Asian, 22,739
(18.91%)

Black/African American,
34,938 (29.05%)

Race Population
(percentage)

*Hispanic or Latino:
11,263 (9.37%)

2010 – Brooklyn Center recognized as 
the first city in MN to have a non-

white majority population
& Brooklyn Park has also joined that 

list of cities



Refugee and Immigration
• Demographic shift due to large influx of immigrants and refugees 

into the Brooklyns from previous decades
• Estimates that 43% of youth in the Brooklyns have at least one 

foreign-born parent
• Roughly 24% in the Brooklyns are foreign-born residents

Timeline
• Before 2000, majority of immigrants were refugees from Asia
• From 2000-2009, majority of immigrants were refugees from Africa
• Through 2010, significant increase of African immigrants into the 

area



Schools
Anoka-Hennepin Schools

Brooklyn Center Community Schools
Osseo Area Schools

Robbinsdale Area Schools



Brooklyn Park: 89%
Brooklyn Center: 85%

MN: 94%

(Adults 25 and older)
Brooklyn Park: 32%

Brooklyn Center: 23%
MN: 38%

Brooklyn Park: 3.8%
Brooklyn Center: 5.9%

MN: 3.9%

Education & Employment

Unemployment Rate

Bachelor’s Degree 
or Higher

HS Graduation Rate

Resource: MNCompass.org/profiles/state/minnesota



Economy
● Increase in jobs in area
● Investments in 

infrastructure
○ Lightrail system 

expansion
● Economic disparity

○ Estimated 10% of 
population in poverty

● Median Household 
Income (2021)

○ Brooklyn Park, 
$76,620

○ Brooklyn Center, 
$64,618



Conclusion
Racial and ethnic composition of Brooklyn 

Park and Brooklyn Center have changed 
dramatically over the past several 

decades creating an increased richness 
of diversity in our community

With the diversity, also comes racial and 
socio-economic inequity within the 

Brooklyns
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